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Introduction

 If you are a fan of English Royal Family, you must have known her, the First Lady in England. 

This work will definitely be interesting for everybody to read since it’s going to offer many kinds of information from Queen Elizabeth II. 
As you know, Queen Elizabeth II is the constitutional monarch of 16 sovereign states, known as the Commonwealth Realms. She takes a great responsibility since she also is Supreme Governor of the Church of England and, in some of her realms, carries the title of Defender of the Faith as part of her full title. 
The hypothesis: if arouse an interest in the history and culture of English-speaking countries, it will help to improve and to increase language level.
The relevance: this material can be recommended for widening knowledge of private and political life of Queen Elizabeth II
 Our aim: 
· Study  autobiography of  Queen Elizabeth II
· Study private and political life of the Queen 
· Demonstrate interesting facts about the life of  Queen Elizabeth II and her family  
Tasks: 
· Analyze the new information
· Collect all materials about Elizabeth II.
· Perform practical analysis: what my classmates really know about Queen Elizabeth II and her life.
 Methods of research:
· study of information 

· questionnaire survey 

· analysis  

I. Early life & Marriage
Queen Elizabeth II (Elizabeth Alexandra Mary) is a living British legend. It's a fact known to everyone.
Fact: The Queen has two birthdays. Her actual birthday – 21 April – and her official birthday, which is held on a Saturday in June – when the weather’s better! 

She was born at 2.40am on 21 April 1926 in London, England. Elizabeth was the oldest daughter of Elizabeth I and Prince Albert, who later obtained the title King George VI. At the time of her birth, no one thought Elizabeth would someday become queen of Great Britain. As a child her close family knew her as "Lilibet". Elizabeth was thirteen years old when World War II broke out, and she and her younger sister, Princess Margaret, were evacuated to Windsor Castle, Berkshire. She particularly liked history, languages, and music. She later took an interest in national affairs. As a teenager Elizabeth began to make her first public appearances. While at Windsor, Princess Elizabeth and her sister staged pantomimes at Christmas with the children of members of staff of the Royal Household. In 1940, Princess Elizabeth made her first radio broadcast during the BBC's Children's Hour, addressing other children who had been evacuated. When she was 13 years old, she first met her future husband Prince Philip. She fell in love with him and began writing to him when he was in the Royal Navy.
Military career

Fact: During the Second World War Elizabeth II joined the Armed Forces. She was the first female monarch, who did it. She helped to drive and to repair military trucks. Imagine the picture: the Queen of Great Britain driving or repairing a military truck!

In 1945, Princess Elizabeth convinced her father that she should be allowed to contribute directly to the war effort. She joined the Women's Auxiliary Territorial Service, where she was known as No 230873 Second Subaltern Elizabeth Windsor, and was trained as a driver. This training was the first time she had been taught together with other students. It is said that she greatly enjoyed this and that this experience led her to send her own children to school rather than have them educated at home. She was the first, and so far only, female member of the royal family to actually serve in the armed forces, though Queen Victoria was Commander-in-Chief of the Canadian militia, and other royal women have been given honorary ranks. During the Victory Day celebrations in London, she and her sister dressed in ordinary clothing and slipped into the crowd secretly to celebrate with everyone.
Elizabeth II got married in 1947 to the Duke of Edinburgh, Philip Mountbatten, and now Prince Philip, the man who she truly loved and worshiped. They had four children—Prince Charles, Princess Anne, Prince Andrew, and Prince Edward, and so far have six grandchildren.   
When he was young, Prince Philip was a reckless man: he used to drive his car extremely fast. One day, Elizabeth II and Prince Philip even got in a car accident. Sometimes Philip was rude and familiar, his clothes weren’t very tidy and his shoes weren't always polished. Elizabeth's family didn`t like Philip, and her parents were not happy to have Philip as their son-in-law. However, they didn’t want their daughter to be unhappy, so the marriage took place, when the would-be queen was twenty-one. Elizabeth loved Philip the way he was, for her he was the one.
Fact: The Queen and Prince Philip have been married for nearly 71 years.
II. The New Queen

Her father's health declined during 1951, and Elizabeth was soon frequently standing in for him at public events. The following year, the Queen's grandmother, Queen Mary, died of lung cancer on 24 March 1953. Reportedly, the Dowager Queen's dying wish was that the coronation not be postponed. Elizabeth's coronation took place in Westminster Abbey, on 2 June 1953.
Fact: She was crowned Queen on 2 June 1953. Watched by a TV audience of 20 million people.

After Elizabeth became queen in 1953, she tried in her own way to make the British monarchy more modern and more sensitive to the public. She began hosting informal luncheons at Buckingham Palace (the London residence of the queen) to which a variety of people from fields such as industry, theater, and sports were invited. The attendees of her garden parties became increasingly diverse. She showed interest and skill in use of the broadcast media, notably in her annual Christmas television messages, in royally approved documentaries, and in television broadcasts of events such as Prince Charles's naming ceremony as Prince of Wales and royal weddings.

Perhaps the most popular of Elizabeth's attempts was the "walkabout," in which she met, shook hands, and chatted with ordinary people in the crowds that gathered around her. These strolls revealed her belief that "I have to be seen to be believed."
Fact: She is the longest reigning monarch ever in Britain.
During her reign Queen Elizabeth II has seen many changes in the world including the first man on the Moon, the fall of the Berlin Wall and the invention of modern television, mobile phones and internet.  She is an avid animal lover who has taken a keen interest in the breeding of both dogs and horses.  It is also less known that she has an interest in Scottish country dancing and performs each year at Balmoral Castle to neighbours, staff members and the local community. 
Fact: The Queen first sent an email in 1976!
Being Queen is a really busy job. Elizabeth II gets up early and begins the day by looking through the newspapers. Then she reads letters from the public (she gets more than 1000 each weak), and tells her staff how she would like them to be answered. The Queen has daily meetings with her Private Secretary who helps her to go through her paperwork, and lots of meetings with ambassadors, new judges and bishops.

In the afternoon Elizabeth II often goes out on public engagements – she gets thousands of invitations each year. She opens new hospitals, bridges and factories.

Once a week, the Queen has a meeting with the Prime Minister and they discuss government business and important things that are happening in the country. 

In the evening the Queen reads the report of the day from Parliament. She isn’t a politician, and in modern Britain the power belongs to the government, but she must agree to every new law. It’s a formal agreement; no king or queen has refused a new law since 1701! 

Being Queen is not a 9 to 5 job, and Elizabeth II has to work from early in the morning until late at night. Of course, she has some free time, and some private life, but less than most people.

There are hundreds of traditional ceremonies which the Queen has to keep. Each year, in September or October, there is the State Opening of Parliament. The Queen, wearing her crown, arrives at the Houses of Parliament by carriage. There she reads the Queen’s Speech, which discusses the government’s work for the next year.

Another traditional ceremony takes place on the Thursday before Easter Sunday. The Queen gives out purses of money to older people who have done good work. This is called «Maundy money» and tradition is almost seven hundred years old.

Every summer the Queen gives three or more royal garden parties at Buckingham Palace. About 8,000 guests come to each party. 

In her spare time Elizabeth II enjoys horse racing, fishing, and working in the country side. She also likes taking photos on her travels. Another passion of the Queen - her hats. The Queen’s favorite model of cars are Rolls-Royce and Bentley.

Many people think that the Royals are useless and monarchy is outdated. But the British people seem to like them that way. They like to read about the royal family, royal scandals and shocking secrets. They like to watch royal ceremonies, they are proud of the tradition of monarchy.
 The Britains love Queen Elizabeth II very much; she is a role model for many people and public figures, because she is always keeping a brave face, in spite of all the difficulties.
III. Interesting facts
1. She speaks fluent French and often uses the language for audiences and state visits. She does not require an interpreter.
2. There have been also 12 U.S. Presidents during Elizabeth’s reign.
3. On 9th September 2015, Queen Elizabeth II broke the record set by Queen Victoria, her great-great-grandmother and became the world’s oldest reigning British monarch, longest reigning queen regnant in history.
4. Elizabeth’s adoration for corgis is well known, as she has owned over 30 corgis during her reign. All of them were the direct descendants of Susan, the first corgi gifted to the Queen on her 18th birthday in 1944. At present, Queen Elizabeth has kept only two corgis & two dorgis (a mix of Dachshund and Corgis).
5. Queen Elizabeth II became the first State Head to have used electronic mail in 1976 from an army base. In 1997, the ‘Tech Savvy’ Queen launched the British Monarchy’s official website trailed by a Royal Twitter site (2009) with teams at Buckingham Palace tweeting day-to-day updates, Facebook page (2010) featuring royal news, videos, photos, speeches and Flickr page also in 2010.
6. One of the freedoms that emanate with throne is that Queen doesn’t need any driving license to drive around. Also, it is not binding on her to have registration plates on the vehicles.
7. The Queen has traveled worldwide with a total number of 116 countries visited during her reign. But the amazing thing to know is that till now, she doesn’t hold a passport.
8. During World War II, Elizabeth II joined the women’s branch of the British Army. There she was trained as a mechanic & a military truck driver. Queen Elizabeth is the sole female member of the noble family to have entered the defense forces and assisted during World War II.
9. In 2012, Elizabeth marked 60 years as a queen regnant in the British history. The Diamond Jubilee of the Queen was a multinational event celebrated throughout her realms, the Commonwealth and beyond. The last and the only other British ruler to celebrate the Diamond Jubilee in 1897 was Queen Victoria.
Those following facts about Queen Elizabeth II might make you feel more amazed about the Queen’s life. Her life is really interesting. And also, since she takes great responsibility to the whole England (let’s say), she is really kind to people, yet really caring to each other.

IV. Practical part

In the practical part we made the research among students of our class.
A survey of my classmates:

1. Does Queen Elizabeth II have two birthdays?

-Yes, she does. - 2 pupils;

-No, she doesn’t. - 13 pupils;

2. Can Queen Elizabeth II drive or repair a military truck!?

- Yes, she can. - 1 pupil;

-No, she can’t. -14 pupils;

3. Does Queen Elizabeth II have a passport?

-Yes, she does. - 7 pupils;

-No, she doesn’t. - 8 pupils;

4. Can Queen Elizabeth II shoot?

- Yes, she can. - 5pupil;

-No, she can’t. -10 pupils;
Conclusion

Summing up the summary of our work, we would like to emphasize the results that we have achieved in the course of our research.

We learned many interesting facts from the life of Queen Elizabeth II.
Also we made sure that my classmates know very little about the life of Elizabeth II. So, we reached the goal that we set in the process of research. 
Therefore, we should pay more attention to the history and amazing people of the country whose language we learn.
Although the Queen today is only a symbol, she still has enough important tasks that she performs for her nation.
This work can be used both at the extra-curricular classes and English lessons.
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